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The Negotiator by Diego Guerra

7 THERE'S A
WILEZ ANMAL
: ON THE
I, PERIVETER!

¥

e =g
COULP FINP IN BUT

357, 2 R R
7 s WHY You | /
o WLLZ. JusT A SPECIMEN BROUGHT | i, THE OFFICIAL  NOW,I'M mE ﬁEm FIVE
% FULES. 4 SNE. MINUTES...

FACULTIES. 4
"'L-



- . - HOW
L wmz Al 4 PLEASE TELL W DOES IT FEEL
A‘Eig; % - ‘ y ME SOHETHNG, TO BE 520 swcsh%thEP
B4LO; I BALONEY-- STUPID? O SHON SOME
YOU CALLING el
ME THATZ , OR-OR...
1 W preaser
HE'S GOING TO
KILL Lis!

THE EXPLOSIVES
IN HIS BRAIN CAN
PESTROY ABOUT
20 BLOCKS

n. ARCUND!!L g

l P LLisen mam, h-v;
THAT BOMB INSIDE MY
HEAD, IF YOU APROACH A
\ LITTLE MORE, /7 COULL +
= EXPLODES.




THEY
wiLL Nor

ON JAIL
"/ THEY'RE GONG
TO RESPECT
YoOuU LESS THAN
THE BULLIES AT

i g,
. T THINK
& THAT EHAW SHE KNS
PRESLMP, EXACTLY WHA
R Coty SHE'S DOING!

B

P s7ueie rosTacE
' SITUATION,

THESALRLS
FEFINITION CF A
LOSER,; BALONEY;




4 WELL,
I THINK HE WON'T
CALISE ANY MORE
R TROUELE.




ALRIGHT GENTLEMEN,

WE GOT INTEL THAT SOME
COMPANIES OF DUREN POLICEMEN
HAVE BEEN ADDED AS NAZI
REINFORCEMENTS TO DEFEND
THIS PART OF THE SIEGFRIED

1@\“ ]

i B R
'3! k 4
(3 2

HIS ISN'T DUCK SOUP,
BUT THE 28TH PDIVISION
1S HERE TO STOP THEM! /

“ V77 l/‘ﬂ

SACK EROM THE BEYOND

story by Christoff RDGZ  art by Igor Chakal

T T
.\\ :' e

KEEP YOUR EYES AND EARS

" 3 B WIDE OPEN BOYS, CAUSE
YOU ALREADY KNOW THIS TERRAIN { = — THE ENEMY COULD BE

DOESN'T LET OUR PEEPS b LOCATED ANYWHERE NEARBY!

TO GO IN. NOT EVEN THE M-5'S s k| RANGERS LEAD THE wAY!
CAN GRAPPLE WITH IT. N L

S0, WE GOT NO CHOICE BUT
TO GO IN LIKE THIS...




TGEN FOREST, EA . - 7'VE GOT MY HANDS
BELGIAN-GERMAN BORDER. 1 FREEZING, SIR!
- THIS 1S IT'S HARD FOR ME
' AS A CUCLMBER; 70 HOLD IT TIGHT!
| DON'T LIKE IT! =
WHAT ABOUT YOU, DOSS?

, 3 4
|

NN~

WHAT A CRACKED EG

;.
: ®

%

o \i - ’ o
- DON'T WORRY JACK.
HOLY CRAP! I'LL COVER YOU,
IT SLIPS AGAIN, BUT BE QUICK, ROOKIE. OM, AND DON'T
' | CAN'T HOLD IT. v >y o THOSE GUYS COULD BE  CALL ME SIR,
e)% : ERE ' NOT THAT
i 2 N H (e, \ i rm———— - oLp!

< /OFFENES C
FEUER! { L2
%

g

(‘ /
‘ \
o o) ’
LET THEM THINK THEY
HIT YOU TOO, ARGH!




DURING COMBAT,
WEIRD STORIES HAVE BEEN
TOLD. SOME ATTRIBUTE THESE
TO THE FATIGUE SUFFERED

N/
?i\\\ HEY, TOM? 7TOM PEPFPER,

CAN YOU HEAR ME?

QUIET A TOMB.
| THINK THEY'RE
GONE...

| THINK I'LL GET THE
FINAL BLANKET DRILL,
BUD... THERE'S NO WAY
| CAN GET OUT OF

THIS ONE,
SAVE YOURSELF...

AS SOON AS
| FIGURE OUT
HOW TO GET

NO WAY BUDDY,
THEY DON'T CALL US

DOGFACE FOR

NOTHING!!
>
WE ARE IN THE
4 BLOODY BUCKET!

7 - I'LL TAKE YOU

TO AIDS...

OF THIS
HALINTED
WOOPLAND...



: IV‘ R/

1 BUT AT A CUR PLACE
il sUicH As THIS ONE, WHAT'S PERCEIVED AS L)/
HALLUCINATIONS MIGHT PERFECTLY BE
SOMETHING ELSE...

CAN YOU SEE IT, TOM?

IT JUST SCARED THE ”
SHIT OUT OF ME! WHY 1S THAT DOG HOLD ON A SEC...

ACTING FUNNY? 1S IT POSSIBLE THAT
HE WANTS US
TO FOLLOW HIM?

I'M RUNNING OUT OF TIME,
| CAN'T WASTE IT GUESSING
WHERE YOU CAME FROM...

GOT NO OTHER OPTION
THAN TO FOLLOW




b S0 N\ T

COUNTLESS STORIES HAVE BEEN TOLD
ABOUT THIS TYPE OF SIGHTINGS.
[§ JENCOUNTERS THAT ARE DIFFICULT TO CLASSIFY
AND EVEN MORE UNDERSTAND...

C'MON, THINK ABOUT
THE MILLION-DOLLAR WOLIND, :
THIS WAR IS OVER FOR YOU, BUDDY!
\_ THEY'LL SEND YOU BACK HOME!

JUusT STAY WITH ME TOM!
C'MON BUDDY, WE GOT THIS!
| THINK | RECOGNIZE

THIS ROAD...

YES, THAT'S THE
VOSSENACK CHURCH!
WE MADE IT PAL!!! Yy
JuST A FEW MORE  )F))
N, METERS...




A

IT IS SAID THAT ONLY A FEW SOULS RECEIVED
EXTRA HELP TO SURVIVE THIS HELL AND
THAAA...
THANK You!!

l, ” MINUTES AND
K WE WOULDN'T BE

HAVING THIS
CONVERSATION...

I'M DONE HERE.
NOW REST,
SOMEONE WILL CHECK
ON YOU LATER.

R
m“{%‘% WANNA KNOW

5

JACK DOSS, SOMETHING FUNNY?
... OWE You YOU DON'T LOOK
A BIG ONE, PAL. LIKE A ROOKIE
THANK You! 2 ANYMORE!

HAHAHA,
| GUESS NOT...
BUT DON'T THANK ME,
THANK THE DOG!

THAT WEIRD ONE THAT
FREAKED ME OUT IN
THE WOODS.

AN OLD SHEPHERD,
| THINK IT WAS, WITH
A BIG SCAR OVER
HIS RIGHT EYE...

\\P 7| GUESS YOU FAINTED
) _J/\ BEFORE HE FOUND UsS,
N~

THEN. o
|

HOLY SHIT! PROMISE
ME YOU WON'T SAY A
WORD... BUT THAT DESCRIPTION

MATCHES OL' SARGE :
; : YEAH, HE WAS ALWAYS WATCHING
MY MOTHER'S DOG! OVER ME WHEN | WAS A KID.
: HE DIED LONG BEFORE
| BECAME A SOLDIER...

DON'T TELL ME
IT WAS A GHOST,
CAUSE IT LOOKED
VERY REAL TO ME!
IT MUST HAVE BEEN

HE JusT
SAVED US BOTH!

BUT THE SHAPE OF
THAT HELP REMAINS
AS A MYSTERY...

- W




b /

THIS ANCIENT MYTH ON THE ORIGINS OF CHESS CAME TO MIND AGAIN RECENTLY WITH COVID NUMBERS GOING THROUGH THE ROOF. T'M CALLING MY TWISTED VERSION -
'EIGHTEEN QUINTILLION FOUR HUNDRED FORTY-SIX QUADRILLION, SEVEN HUNDRED FORTY-FOUR TRILLION, SEVENTY-THREE BILLION, SEVEN HUNDRED NINE MILLION, FIVE
HUNDRED FIFTY-ONE THOUSAND, SIX HUNDRED AND FIFTEEN.' AN UNCONVENTIONAL TITLE, ADMITTEDLY. SO, IN THE INTERESTS OF BREVITY LET'S JUST CALL T AND 715.'

L NO, NO.... LET'S CALL IT ‘CHATURANGA!"

IN FACT, LET'S
JUST CALLIT...

OUTRAGEL!! I
EQUERRY! FETCH MY
OMBUDSMEN!!! A i

i
SUMMON THE KITCHEN \ WW\"
CHAMBERLAIN!!!

SUBPOENA THE MASTER OF
THE GRANARY AND MUSTER THE
GUARDS!! T WANT THEM BEFORE
MY COURT POSTHASTE!

BUT, ALAS, DEAR READER, THE
GRANARY MASTER, FEARING FOR HIS
LIFE, IS ANO-SHOW.

THE KITCHEN
CHAMBERLAIN
SEEMS TO HAVE DONE
A RUNNER T00.

‘sov

N COURT SORCERER . °
it ‘PEPA @

ONLY THE KING'S OMBUDSMEN APPEAR BEFORE HIM i
AND THE RIPPLING OF THEIR FOREHEAD FOLDS BETRAY THEY
ARE SUFFERING DEEP AND WEIGHTY PERTURBATIONS!

AN TN
N
///////////N\Qs\\\\

N\

" =\
WE COME WITH : \J/\

AN URGENT QUERY, OH %

SMASHING ONE.

THIS NEW GAME
HIS MAJESTY HAS
ACQUIRED....

WHAT EXACTLY DID
SIRE AGREE TO PAY FOR
THIS ENCHANTING NEW
DIVERTISSEMENT, OH
SPLENDID ONEZ




SO, THAT'S MY
OFFER -- NOTHING AT ALL!
TAKE IT OR LEAVE IT.

EARLIER...
BUT WHAT COULD MATCH (TZ GOLD,

INVENTED THISZ JINGS! T LIKE IT! GREAT THAT NOTHING COULD POSSIBL!
NO, T LOVE IT!! YOU'VE DONE CURED i RQWARD oy ol

MY BOREDOM, YOUNG FELLA!! I'MKING, T

£ S HOLD THE CARDS,
SCRAM, PUNK!

™M STAI;\‘/lNG.
L..DESERVE
SOMETHING...

NOTHING
AT ALL!

SUCH A WONDERFUL GAME AS
o THIS IS DESERVING OF A TRULY
GREAT REWARD!

HAYHAYHAY

HOW MANY
THEN, T BEG

GRAINSZ
THEE, SIMPLY DOUBLE

JUST AIN'T THE é‘gﬁg’ﬁ 3
WAY THE WORLD RICE, MAYBEZ ,
WORKS, SON. BEAT IT! : = \
St FOR MY MEAGRE
WEE BOWL IS VOID
OF EDIBLES.
{T ON THE SECOND
) 4

JUST
ONE; SIRE.

ONE
GRAIN...

... PLACED ON THE
FIRST SQUARE OF
MY GAMEBOARD:
OH BENEFICENT ONE.

\) ',,,AND THEN HE HAD ME SIGN

SOMETHING AND THAT WAS THAT.
W .)..#  PRETTY CHUFFED, FRANKLY,

744 v
7 WHAT?Z
) 2

=
3

MERELY DOUBLE
AGAIN AND AGAIN UNTIL YOU
REACH THE LAST SQUARE
OF THE BOARD.

--WHIMPER...
-..WHIMPER.

AND THAT, YOUR
AND THEN BRILLIANTNESS, WiLL BE

JUST DOUBLE THE HAN ENO!
GRAINS AGAIN ON THE MORE;(T;RAMéa UGH

THIRD, MAJESTY.

OH DEAR
NO, NO...NOT
GOOD; SIRE.




NO, INDEED, IT IS A MATTER MANY, MANY
OF EXPONENTIAL GROWTH, GRAINS, YOUR
MORE THAN A BOWL OF FABULOUSNESS, LET
RICE ONCE YOU CROSS THE ME SEE.... IT'S 18...
CENTRE OF THE BOARD!

18 GRAINS?Z

T0 BE PRECISE, IT'S EIGHTEEN
QUINTILLION FOUR HUNDRED
FORTY-SIX QUADRILLION..

N

=N
N

...SEVEN HUNDRED
FORTY-FOUR TRILLION...

-.. SEVENTY-THREE BILLION...

-..SEVEN
HUNDRED NINE MILLION...

...FIVE HUNDRED FIFTY-ONE
THOUSAND...

---SIX HUNDRED...

-..UH...AND, FIFTEEN GRAINS,
YOUR MAJESTY.

RICE ENOUGH TO FiLL
ALL THE BELLIES OF THE
WORLD, YOUR BIGNESS. INDEED
ALL THE FIELDS OF ALL THE WORLD.
IN FACT, MORE THAN 2,000 YEARS
OF ANNUAL RICE YIELD ACROSS

THE WHOLE EARTH! T SHOULD THINK
RICE WILL BE OFF THE

CASTLE'S MENU FOR
SOME TIME!

...OF RICE.

(BUT THE BEGINNING OF CHESS!)




TS JUST SOMETHING THAT
HITS YOU AS YOU LOOH
BACH AT MOTHER EARTH.







/
HEY, HAIl JESS NEEDS : ¢ SDmETHIﬂG ... IN THERE?
HER COFFEE FIK. WHATS ' = /
GOING DOW. ...

W-LWHAT I8 : ATTACHED TO THE
‘1 THAT THING? 3 - O ot f & SHUTTLE SOMEHDW?
\ HOW D-DID.? £ o = DID YOU SEE LN
Ay )\ IN THERE?

2 THE OUTER
&% HATCH WED
LOSE THE LOT,
A NCLUDING

\

o
-

Y o | ﬁ »yl i A : 2 \‘
4 COMMS ARE DOWN AND THAT DOOR MIGHT
g NOT HOLD FOR LONG. WERE 0N OUR OWwnN. /
S~ A




7
600D JOB THESE THINGS COME WITH @‘EHLU’ NEED THATCOFFEE
MORE THAN ONE DOCHING PORT. T

(o7

fulz

[ R s yo o :
5

[M THE COMMANDER.IT HAS ~ = =/ 5

3 = </, - — X
4 70BE ME AND N ANy CASE. /J\ e ) OF 2% s /)
— U T o A R AT Fi My e
\ A%! w7 “. \ ‘K .::4 i,"' V o 8 » : b, 4 e "‘:'L ) E

= N R ‘ \:\\M SCor, now




Y e e ammm?-ﬁmi'ltj;:

/ 7 / HATTHE HELL /g
-/‘ Y WAS \. THING? / ‘ _

o AF
mmmﬁ OREO.Y
AL 0 TN OF

THE EYES.” 3
IN MY mino |

= ; :
.THATS SCOTT CHASING M
A-AND | THINH.. |
JUST JETTISONED LN




_,W =
/, A-ACCIDENTAL

MIA OF SAMPLES?  p&

UNHOWN COMPOUND?| 4
YES. HIGHLY
CONTAGIOUS.

THIH, A
JESSICA |
THHL2

N THE CARGO?
SOME.VIRUS? 2

S\ HoPETHEN
) j DOOR HULDS
INSTANTANEDUS In S5 ‘

Y BOTH CASES. I'M, 0-0NBOARD ISS, REPEART
¢ FINE FINE CODE RED ONBOARD |..

s | % P = , % / | \ ‘& >
WV g \'\ A / PLERSE LET 4
S O S~ THAT DOOR HOLD, v
27 Comms NERRLY UP.” T oy
THEYLL S-SET UP THE COMPUTER.. 4 Q11 SECO

THEY CANT PREPARE YOU
FOR THE LONELINESS.

‘ STORY: PETER GOULDSON
4 ART/ LETTERS: REBECCA ELISE




FOUR YEARS INVESTED IN THIS SCHOOL.
GRADUATION’S JUST OVER THE HORIZON,

«l’M GONNA MAKE IT THROUGH A
YEAR WITHOUT CATASTROPHICALLY
EMBARRASSING MYSELF.

AND | THINK
FOR ONCE'.'

e A

A1 (A

4 L

FINISH LINES

/
=
./
é‘ STORY AND ARTBY /Sigv ,46.,_,,,,&

U

LIKE, FRESHMAN YEAR,
| NEARLY SUFFOCATED IN
THE BUBBLES AT THE
ADP/ FOAM PARTY...

SOPHOMORE YEAR:
GOT ATTACKED BY OUR
LIVE BADGER “MASCOT”

WHEN IT ESCAPED ITS
ON-CAMPUS “HABITAT.”

JUNIOR YEAR (A DOOZY): CAUSED A
MULTI-CAR P/ILEUP ON MOVE-/IN DAY...

T

«.THEN STEPPED IN A BEEHIVE
WHILE GIVNG A SPEECH FOR
CLASS REPRESENTATIVE.

MY FAMILY’S LAUGHED IT OFF

FOR YEARS. “BRIAN TAKES THE

BAD LUCK SO WE GET THE
GOOD,” THEY SAY.

BUT HOW
DOES THAT HELP
ME WITH SOMEONE
LIKE SARAH
VILLALOBOS?

(I’'M S7/LL
NOT SURE
HOW WE’RE
FRIENDS...)




SHE’S THE REBEL OF THE
VILLALOBOS REALITY MEDIA
DYNASTY. ALMOST THREE MILLION
ONLINE FOLLOWERS AND
SHE DOESN’T EVEN CARE...

WHAT DO YOU DO WITH A

PERSON WHO GROWS UP

FAMOUS, BUT THEN TRIES
TO LIVE HUMBLY?

‘ SHE WANTS TO TEACH |
ELEMENTARY KIDS,

S\ L ANNERS

SHE JUST BROKE UP WITH
HER BOYFRIEND, TOO. SHE
TRIED TO KEEP IT QUIET, BUT
HE’S BEEN DRAGGING HER
ON SOCIAL MEDIA.

OH, uH,
HEY, SARAH
N’ LESLIE.

HINN--

TO HER CREDIT, SHE DOESN’T
SEEM LIKE SHE’S LETTING IT
BOTHER HER...

I’'M ENTERING A
GROUP IN A CHARITY
END-OF-THE-YEAR

KINDA THING.

ALRIGHT,
THEN WE
GOT A
TEAM/

OH, BRIAN,
HAVEN’T You

BEEN PAYING

NOOOOOO
0000000

HOSPITAL BED RACES

APRIL 25, 10:00 AM
RACE T0 SUPPORT YOUR CHARITY OF GHOICE!




THE BED RACES ARE THE BIGGEST
CHARITABLE EVENT ON CAMPUS,

N
i N
‘\'f\/ll Jx\\ al \“\\ .

\\\

M

S

i

BUT THEY INVOLVE TWO THINGS | HATE: HOSPITAL BEDS (NEVER
AGAIN, PLEASE) AND GREAT POTENTIAL FOR ACC/DENTS...

OTHER TEAMS-- MOSTLY
GREEK CLUBS-- HAVE
PRACTICED FOR MONTHS.

BUT SARAH’S DOING
THIS TO RAISE FUNDS FOR
A LITERACY PROGRAM,

AND SHE
LOVES AN
UNDERDOG.

WAIT, BRIAN, WE’RE

A WOLFPACK,
REMEMBER?

DEEP EMBARRASSMENT: MY
CONSTANT COMPANION,

ON YOUR
MARKS--/




y/4 % | THE rACE STARTS |

SMOOTHLY ENOUGH.
7 / =

\' < - i
|‘ g 7 S ——
\ —
)1 ]

Z/ / //// I R \X\\ \

Z 7 % ’
TO MY SURPRISE, WE TAKE AN THE WIND DOES MAKE SOMEHOW, I’'M NOT TERRIBLY
THINGS MORE DIFFICULT. BOTHERED.

EARLY LEAD. | HAVEN’T RUN THIS
HARD IN YEARS...

7 2
y WE’VE-- WE’VE Y

\ \\Wé’RE ON > BRIAN? \\\V\; //
THE LAST \| WHAT’S W /////,.!. / GOT A WHEEL ||
\ WRONG? , / / . PROBLEM-- /
i / '/"/ 7 7
/ / 4 //, ‘ / '4 g

STRETCH
WHEN /7

“' (v\( =
} \‘\\\W A
(i‘\\{\\&'i,‘ :




AND THAT’S WHEN | SEE OUR
“WHEEL INSPECTOR” AGAIN,
WAITING NEAR THE FINISH LINE.

IT’S SARAH’S EX-BOYFRIEND,
AND HE’S FURTHERING HER
COMEUPPANCE.

THIS THING’S
GONNA GIVE IF
| DON’T--

WHY’S THAT
DOG ACTING
SO FUNNY...?




BRIAN! 2! i 2 e W BRIAN
: , BENSON!!/

EMBARRASSMENT, MY OLD FRIEND, BACHELOR OF
BODY S7/LL ACHES k ! HERE WITH ME TO THE LAST... SC/IENCE IN
LIKE HELL. i | — . - . » K/INES/IOLOGY!!:




BUT FOR

HEY!
NECKBRACE

IT’S WORTH IT.

SO, HOW’S IT FEEL?
GRADUATED, PLUS
VINDICATED IN THE

\PUBLIC EYEP

YOU KNOW, WHAT
YOU DID AT THE RACE...
YOU’'RE FEARLESS,

IT’S ONE OF

THE THINGS I'VE

ALWAYS L/IKED
ABOUT You.

<

WANNA GET
SOME LUNCH?

PLANS?

| TALK POST-GRAD A

I’'VE GOT FOOD
ALLERGIES LIKE
YOU WOULDN’T
BELIEVE...




CITIZENS IN LOC-GOV FIVE ARE REMINDED YOU ARE ADVISED TO CLOSE ALL WINDOWS
TO BE INDOORS WITHIN ONE HOUR. ‘,v { AND IGNORE ANY LOUD SCREAMING.

A A FULL EVENING’S ENTERTAINMENT
HAS BEEN SCHEDULED CATERING
FOR EVERY TASTE.

o\

4.“-

7

%

FENAX XX

|
4

‘ (S
R0 L b

sy 49 S50 A A

L]
-

L/
e L)
i”t‘ e

THE OVEN'S T ey ..AND WE'RE GONNA (COOK
WARMING UP , YOU UP A REAL TREAT
NICELY FOLKS, ~ KK TONIGHT!

HI, T'M
CLINT FLINT...




JOINING ME TONIGHT ARE MY TWO STRAIGHT FROM THE SET OF HER AND AS EVER, I'M JOINED BY
FAVOURITE CULINARY TASTEBUPDIES, LATEST BLOCKBUSTER IT'S THAT OUR FAVOURITE HUMAN-SPRALL
TED AND MARGE TUCKINN ! MISTRESS OF SPICE HERSELF, HYBRID, VYVYAN BLOTCH THE
MISS CLEO ROCXS! ; THIRD!!

COOO-EEE
HOME WORLD!

YOU'RE JOINING US JUST AS WE'VE
LOCKED OVER CYGNUS TV!! (T'S
VERY EXCITING!

YENOW CLINT, BACK N THE DAY
CYGNUS V WAS KNOWN AS THE MEAT

COUNTER! HEH HEH SNORTI

INDEEP, VYWYAN, AND [T'S A
CRYING SHAME FOOD 5TOCKS
AREN'T WHAT THEY WERE.

UNLIKELY FOLKS BUT IF YOoU EVER
PIP FIND A CYGNUS IV CALF
ON YOUR PLATE, GO EASY
ON THE SEASONING!

™ - o e - ’ -~ -
v i - - ,’ C2 / !
p L [ -— ~ -~ ’ >
YT oA 2 F



f WE'RE TOLD (T'S A TOUGH
CHEWY MEAT WITH ITS
OWN DISTINCTIVE KICK!

AND... YWHAT PO WE ALL
HERE'S ONE WE }  THiNK OF OUR VERY
PREPARED FIRST TASTE OF

EARLIER! CYGNUS TV THEN? 4

¥ "

SURE TO BE WORTH THE 7
WAIT WHEN YA' FINALLY ‘

GET IT DOWN YA,

USE A HIGH HEAT ON P
A FLAT-BOTTOMEP PAN!

PLANET AND @
BEAMING UP
STRAIGHT TO
THE PLATE!




SHAME 70 LET [T

THINK _ & 3 vy
'™ GOING TO IR ] : 60 TO WASTE,
BE SICK! -~ " 4 ~ 7 4%
N\ \ A oy . " MARORFE!

LOTS OF PEOPLE
LOOKING FORWARD TO MY
NEW FILM, CLINT.  _ et THOSE JUICES
FLOWING' 15 AVAILABLE
ON ALL PREMIUM
CHANNELS Now!

50..UM, EDNA FROM
LOC-6GOV FOUR ASKS
"WHY HAVE YOU BUNKERS
STOPPED SENDING FOOD
PARCELS BACK TO
THE OUTTAS?"

HMM, BIT ON THE CHEWY
SIPE FOR ME. WHAT HAVE
THE VIEWERS BEEN SAYING,
CLEO?

TERRANS NEVER STOP
MOANNG?! (TS NOT AS
[F THEYRE GONNA BE

THROWNG A DINNER

PARTY ANYTIME SOON
- NO ONE LEFT ON
THAT ROCK

TYPICAL OUTTAS! WE KEEP
THE OLD TRAPITIONS GOING AND
WHAT THANKS PO WE GET?

OH, WE SEND WHAT WE CAN, mY
LOVELIES, BUT SUPPLIES OF THE
600D STUFF RAN OUT EONS AGO,
EVERYONE KNOWS THAT.




HMM...BEST LET. SLEEPING DOGS
LIE, TED. ANYWAY, NOW'S TIME FOR
OUR MAIN COURSE!

AH, LOOK, CLINT! SAY NOW, COULDN'T YOU PEOPLE RUSTLE
A VIEWER'S SENT IN AN IMAGE Us UP SOMETHING LIKE THAT, JUST FOR
OF AN 'OLDE WORLDE' MEAL! OLD TIME'S SAKE?
A ROASTED BEEF ? '

NOW REMEMGER. . ETIQUETTE GOES OUT THE WINDOW J
AT TIMES LIKE THIS...GET USING )
THOSE FINGERS AND TENTACLES, PeOPLE! JSBRRl

HMM...QUIET BUNCH
TONIGHT,

ISN'T THAT RIGHT, LADIES
AREN'T THEY?

AND GENTLEMEN

. OF THE AUDIENCE?

_—




BEST GRAB [T
WHLE TS HOT!

\ I THINK WE'RE
JUST ABOUT DPONE,

BACK AFTER
THE BREAK,
FOLKS!

OH! T PO
LIKE MINE

WELL DONE. CAN'T BEAT
A NICE
CHoP!




| LOWER ERST SIDE SHIPFING DISTRICT

e

A
4<¥ ‘ e '
S\ WA Ny
RIBS FEEL P =
LIKE JELLY. ;
y -
BAC

v “ ;\\*

—

| ~ G D
MY INTEL GROSSLY

UNDERESTIMATED REL

A Y, V"
SYNP/CATES NUMBERS. B
4 y )
H ‘ ‘ NEEP TO HAVE AN

“UNPERSTANPING"”

‘ 4 ‘ rj WITH MY INFORMANT‘
ﬁ‘h(:._ V7o hEm)y '

|0

| ;‘ ; i f/f’ [ "“ d
! ——a| 1 | LAY (r¥
A = vou stor, NS i —
‘ 4 IT'6 OVER. = “' \ A \ \
PN =0 :
I ‘ “ i ' s J 5l

HARDLINE ORIGINS:

NEATCONL

Story: Rich Carrington
Brian $. Dawson

Art:  Brian S. Dawson




FOUR OFFICERS
GAVE THEIR

LIVES IN THE
PROCESS.

™
NO WAY THEY WERE FNIR ’i , E.w
) ;,‘ GONNA PIE IN VAIN.

BUT SOMETHING THAT BIG
DOESN'T COME WITHOUT A PRICE.

P\

YOU PON'T TAKE OUT BIG
CRIME WITHOUT SOME

PAYBACK COMING YOLR WAY. ‘ THAT was My LasT BB
% , _ DAY AS A COP.... [

2 e

SINCE THEN;
THEY'VE LEARNED
TO FEAR ME.

E SPENT THE LAST FEW
MONTHS TRACKING POWN ANDP
FINISHING WHAT I STARTED.

W,‘

< | ‘)‘-1



CAN'T QUIT,
SUNSHINE. .,
I'M NOT PEAD
YET.

RIGHT. \
THE REDP HAND \ / THERE'S TWO
SAIP YOU WERE WAYS WE CAN PO
MOUTHY. THIS - THE EASY WAY.
OR THE EAS/ER WAY.
PERSONALLY
I'D PREFER....

NIGHTCOWL ,
RIGHTZ YER
THE NEW GUY
IN TOWN.

LOOK,

PAL- IT'S LATE
AND I'M TIRED.
CLEARLY THIS AIN'T
BEEN A GREAT NIGHT
FOR YOU &0 WHY
DON'T YOU CALL IT
QUITS BEFORE
THINGS GET
WORSE.







N
B

al 'y






I KNOW you Ay
HE ONLY HIRED

YOU'RE GOING \ .",’v
) S
BUT THAT'S NOT / ) \\\
®

HAPPENING. / F ‘
PLAN TO;, N <7 ‘ =
U —cS \ VAY- \\‘
. —
WAY HERE AND |8 .N\'/h : :‘;"fé
NOW WHILE You ¢ < g = & ey

STILL CAN. d . \

& > 2

B SCREW THIS. T
DIDN'T SIEN UP
TO HELP KILL ANY
KIDS. SHIT GOT
)\ ALL TWISTED.

PRINK'S A

> ~ R 5%
, > . ’ |
[ r
o MAYBE A
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! ) A j NSk “..APPEARS TO BE THE REGULTS = ‘
3] et | OF A TURF WAR BETWEEN THE RED = Sl
= - Al i g SYNDICATE AND UNKNOWN RIVALS....” S
oo Bl B > — NE= | =
b ¢ lImIN | "..AMONG THE ]

CONFIRMED BODIES,
IS FORMER CITY
COUNSELMEN, HARRIS

\.BETTS HAS BEEN
IDENTIFIED AS THE CRIME
BOSS, RED HAND AND 16 :
BEING LINKED TO A HUMAN ——
TRAFFICKING RING..” THE
LITTLE
GuY DID

GUESSING
YER KINDA
BETWEEN
JoBS AT THE
MOMENT.
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YER GOOD .
PEOPLE, SCULLY.
THAT'S WHY | LOVE
D COMING HERE. 4

A PRETTY NUMBER
AT THE CENTER.

UP MY APRON AND
HEADPING POWN TO
NAPLES.

THINKING 'BOUT
A CAREER

BEGINNING...

%\ v




PUSHKAR, INDIA.

CAREFUL
WITH THE POT,
YOU FOOL!

3 \‘
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Script ~ Kevin Gunstone

PROFESSOR WOOLLEY!
COME QUICKLY. WE

From the diary of Professor
Lionel ‘Flinders’ Woolley.

Day 78... Today L excavated the
remaining foundations of the majestic
Temple of Brahma. HNormally, X
would take pause tcvcele/)mZe my
landmark achievement... O3ut
cannot. rest, for the df s future
Jaces a perilous threa

oA

’Vz’o{enttefmﬁag Hationalists, :émt{o— their-
ungrateful native la S, pl
sabotage my vital wff and end our
enlightened cofonial rule.

M/\}\_‘)’\/\/-
Yesterday eve, £ heard qunshots and
wild shouting. The screams of

Jrightened women and children
Javage chants to- the Hindu Gods

Jilled the balmy night air-as extremist
agitators vowed to-destroy Victoria’s

& 2| gotden Empire.
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housand Suns

Art § Letters ~ Chris Geary

WHAT IS IT -f WHERE?
MY PRECIOUS . I CAN'T SEE
MANDAR? WHAT -~ ANYTHING.
HAVE YOU

FOUND?

PROFESSOR
WOOLLEY!

A GOLDEN Tﬂ;ggGH
MACHINE...

FOUND IT!
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NINE MONTHS
= LATER...

- WE WERE
3 INTIE\IGUED BY YOUR

ST DISPATCH, bl
R y DEAR &
C\\PROFESSOR -- ‘
AR Ve --IT
oy MENTIONED,
el

I UNDERSTAND, A
DISCOVERY OF GREAT

INPTOEEEETOEOT-ISQE [ 5 INDEED IT DID,
BRITISH EMPIRE? \ I;meE g\g:ll_lg;E_l_Z-

-= BUT THAT
NEWS IS FOR
THE EAR OF THE
QUEEN FIRST...
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But suffice to-say, it will change
the lives of every person gathered
here today. (Be they peasant,
paupers ot-of the more enlightened
social classes...

g & '&0/

A~ 1
‘MA’AM, IT GIVES ME INDESCRIBABLE
PLEASURE AND A CURIOUSLY WARM
FEELING TO INTRODUCE A MAN WHO
PERHAPS NEEDS NO INTRODUCTION...”




«+2UCH IS HIS
LEGENDARY FAME ON
ACCOUNT ?ZFE;HE MYRIAD
—— LOOTED, SORRY AMA§§ED;

. FOR YOUR IRIDESCENT

EMPIRE.

HEN T W WU W

ol 1. Imm\n‘\\\\ “"I’

HIS MANY NOTABLE :
ACHIEVEMENTS INCLUDE: i1
THE DISCOVERY OF THE ROYAL

PALACE OF GILGAMESH IN ANCIENT URUK.
ON THE DALMATIAN COAST HE PILLAGED
THE SUNKEN TEMPLE OF HEPHAESTUS
OF ALL ITS TREASURES!

HIS KEEN INTELLECT

HAS TRANSLATED FORGOTTEN
TEXTS, RESTORED DEAD

LANGUAGES, AND RECOVERED

KNOWLEDGE THOUGHT

FOREVER LOST TO MAN.

YOUR HIGHNESS, & PROFESSOR
THE DISTINGUISHED = WOOLLEY -- HER

ARCHAEOLOGIST, MAJESTY, QUEEN
PROFESSOR LIONEL VICTORIA.
‘FLINDERS” WOOLLEY.

CHARMED,

p;zopgggoyz, I NV ...I REALISE, MAAM, (I g
I HAVE BEEN AM BUT YOUR THAT A GREAT SORROW | 2
ENTHRALLED BY THE HUMBLE SERVANT, DESCENDED UPON YOUR
MANY TALES OF MA'AM. ROYAL HOUSE WITH THE ...50 TO YOU,

YOUR INCREDIBLE
EXPLOITS.

ON BEHALF
OF THE EMPIRE
I SALUTE YOU FOR
PILFERING THESE
TIMELESS RELICS TO
ENSURE THEIR

RECENT TRAGIC LOSS I OFFER THIS
OF YOUR BELOVED HUMBLE GIFT TO LIFT
ALBERT... THE ROYAL SPIRIT
: QUITE LITERALLY.

SAFEKEEPING.
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FOR THIS, ;
MADAM, 1S A VIMANA.
AN ANCIENT INDIAN
FLYING MACHINE!

v gt

=

B i) ‘\\\<
A FLYING QUITE AS MA’AM CAN NO ~53 Al & J /=S ~
MACHINE? S0, YOUR DOUBT SEE, THE SHIP’S \& < /s
MAJESTY -- METICULOUSLY DESIGNED R O 0 — [0

Sl PLATFORM OFFERS A FULL |_

-= ALLOW R — 360-DEGREE VIEW OF
ME TO THE SKIES. AND THIS
DEMONSTRATE. I CAN N CONTROL LEVER HERE
MAY 12 ASSURE YoU Iy DETERMINES THE
IT 15 PERFECTLY | Vg DIRECTION AND SPEED
SAFE. I WOULD NOT | Ry THE VIMANA TRAVELS A
COUNTENANCE - | AT.
ENDANGERING :
YOUR ROYAL

PERSON.

MANDAR!
HER MAJESTY
WISHES TO
INS\IZEC‘I’ THE

S

a&

7 \:\
e\ ;7N

3 G

- AND BY
SIMPLY ENGAGING z
THE ANTI-GRAVITY &
DEVICE...

\



HOW VERY
PERCEPTIVE
OF YOU,
MA'AM.

FOR IT IS RECORDED IN
ANCIENT SANSKRIT TEXTS,
THE VEDAS, THAT THESE FLYING
CHARIOTS WERE PILOTED
BY THE GODS!

TRULY THIS IS A
MARVEL CREATED
BY THE FINEST OF
ANCIENT MINDS.

...THE VIMANA
MAGICALLY EMPLOYS
THE FORGOTTEN ART
OF LEVITATION!/

A RESULT, I
BELIEVE, OF ITS MERCURY
ENGINE AND IRON HEATING
APPARATUS, WHICH DRIVE
THE CENTRAL
TURBINE.

INDEED, A SIMILAR
AERONAUTICAL MACHINE WAS

MADE BY VISHWAKARMA IT SHOULD,
FOR BRAHMA AND THEREFORE, COME AS
MENTIONED IN THE NO SURPRISE FOR YOU TO
RAMAYANA. LEARN THAT I DISCOVERED
THIS MACHINE, THIS AERIAL CAR,
IN THE LONG-FORGOTTEN
CAVE OF BRAHMA.

REALLY 1S QUITE...
EXHILARATING.

SO, MA'AM, AND
PLEASE CONSIDER
ITS STRATEGIC
ADVANTAGES TO
THE EMPIRE...

THEREFORE,
I CAN THINK OF NO
TRANSPORT MORE APT
FOR YOU TO OVERSEE
YOUR SCEPTRED KINGDOM
AND SUBJECTS.

IN THAT BYSONE
AGE SUCH VEHICLES
\ WERE CALLED FLYING
THRONES.

b/



UPON INSPECTING THIS
FLYING SHIP, I DISCOVERED
A HIDDEN COMPARTMENT IN THE
CRAFT'S UNDERCARRIAGE AND A
MOST CURIOUS ARTIFACT.

r’ N i :
IT WAS SHAPED LIKE A ,
BOMB BUT SCULPTED '

WITH THE FOUR HEADS L %
OF BRAHMA! : ¥ S 2
THIS DEVICE, I CONCLUDED,  «°
MUST BE THE BRAHMASTRA --
AN ANCIENT VEDIC WEAPON OF
PURE ANNIHILATION THAT

SHINES WITH THE RADIANCE
SUNS.

\
—L(r -4 1“\\\\

INDEED, MAAM. YES, '
AT
ONLY BE ACTIVATED B OR SHOULD I A -
THE CHANTING OF A LORD WOOLLEY? you agxou‘z
SACRED HYMN. THINK, ; )

YOUR MAJESTY,

OF THE DEVASTATING
POTENTIAL OF THIS DEVICE
IN THE SERVICE OF THE
BRITISH EMPIRE!

wi - :

1S 1T
SAFE?

THE HUN SHALL BE
ROUTED, FRANCE STAMPED
UNDERFOOT. THE HATED
SPANISH CAST INTO
CHAINS FOREVER.

HOWEVER, A
WAVE OF NAUSEA
HAS OVERCOME ME.
I FEEL QUITE SICK.
COULD WE RETURN
TO THE PALACE?

> NO DISTANCE

TOO FAR, CROSSING

THE ATLANTIC WILL
BE A MERE TRIFLE AND
WE WILL SEIZE BACK
THE LOST AMERICAN
TERRITORIES.

WITH A FLEET
OF THESE GLEAMING
VIMANAS, WE WILL
BECOME MASTERS
OF THE AIR!

OF
COURSE, HOLD
TIGHT YOUR
MAJESTY...




MANDAR,
WHAT ARE YOU
DOING? LEAVE THE
CONTROLS ALONE!

GAAYATRII

VEDA-JANANII.
GAAYATRII

PAAPA-NAASHINII/

GAAYATRII
VEPA-JANANIL.
GAAYATRII
PAAPA-NAASHINIL...

MANDAR?

”

P

YOUR
TATTOO... IT’6 THE /
SYMBOL OF THE GAAYATRII gﬁHYHTR// - MusTMéRAAAC/'EIYOUR b <
INDIAN NATIONALIST VEGDA;;J,Q#Q”ML VEDA-JANANI. Y, @B FORGIVENESS. I APPEAR TO HAVE
MNERTTL I\ panraenancrny PARBAABSHINIL ACENT NTO THE HEAR
2 i /4 (W AGENT INTO THE HEART
A\

OH
MANDAR, HOW

OF THE EMPIRE!
COULD You? =

PROFESSOR GAAYATRII 1
WHAT 18 HE VEDA-JANANII, RECOGNISE IT
CHANTING? .IT'S THE GAYTARI

GARYATRI
PAAPA-NAASHIN!I!

MANTRA...



wIT IS THE
CHANT TO IGNITE
BRAHMASTRA.

‘GAYATRI IS THE
MOTHER OF THE
VEDAS ...

...AND GAYATRI IS
THE DESTROYER
OF THE SINS.”
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KA;PANT = \u
weens! AN :
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GANGSTERS!
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= g c MEMPH!
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